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GN10411. Portrait of M'Lou Zahner (later Ollswang), circa 1968.  

She was the first manager of Eugene's Saturday Market. 
  



What’s New 
Hello to our members and supporters. I suppose it is time to introduce myself, I am Keith Lohse 
your new Lane County History Museum Executive Director. I started with the Museum and 
Historical Society in February of this year. I had the pleasure of contributing to the annual 
membership meeting and making my first public introduction there. Before joining LCHM I served 
as Director of the Albany Regional Museum for 7 years, helping it to navigate the pandemic and 
bringing significant growth to that organization. Before that, I worked for the Clark County 
Historical Museum in Vancouver, WA, as the Outreach Coordinator.  
 
I mention all the above to hopefully allay any concerns over the transition and change at your 
museum. While many folks fear change, I hope our supporters can see it for what it truly is, 
potential. It has the potential for new experiences, new vision, and growth. While I have mostly 
kept my head down during these first few months, I can honestly say I see so much potential for 
our future already. We even have some things in the works such as the update to our membership 
program announced at the annual meeting. We are now enrolled in the North American Reciprocal 
Museum (NARM) program. This gives all members of the Century Society, or higher, access to a 
reciprocal admission program to thousands of museums across North America. Give me a call if 
you would like more details. 
 
Our staff and board have a few other items in the works, but we are not quite ready to announce 
them as we develop details. Look for some exciting updates in the coming months. Speaking of 
the board and its work, I would like to welcome Jim Bell, Randy Gudeika, and Michael Sámano to 
the board. They were approved by the membership at the February meeting. Congratulations to 
them and we look forward to all they bring! Great things are ahead of the Lane County History 
Museum, and I look forward to meeting you all as we move onward. 
 
Upcoming Events 
~ May 12: History Pub at Whirled Pies in Eugene: “On the Trail of Bad Women: La Mala Vida and 
Defiant Women in Nineteenth Century Mexican Los Angeles, 1790-1870.”   

~ May 17: Randy the Walking Historian’s next tour will be in the Fairmount Heights area of Eugene. 
Meet him at the Wilkins Shelter in Hendricks Park. The walking tour is from 10 – 11:45 a.m. 

~ May 31: LCHM will be at the Eugene Scottish Festival! Located at the Irving Grange (1011 
Irvington Drive, Eugene). Hours are 9:00 a.m. – 6:00 p.m. 

~ PRIDE is coming to us this year! It will take place at the Lane County Fairgrounds on June 28, 
from 11:00 a.m. – 7:00 p.m. 

On the Exhibit Front: 
Our newest exhibit, the ‘Cartwright House Stage Stop’ was researched and written by our board 
Vice President, Jim Bell. Come by and check it out! If you can’t make it here, our fabulous Visitor 
Services Coordinator Kaitlin Wieder, has just finished creating an online Story Map companion to 
the exhibit. You can access it on our website (lchm.org) under the ‘Exhibits’ tab.  

ARCHIVE HIGHLIGHTS: MS 571, MS 621 and L2012.011.004 

MS 571: SATURDAY MARKET COLLECTION (Records, 1970-1976) 

This small collection details the founding and early days of the Saturday Market in Eugene, 
Oregon.  The Saturday Market officially began in May 1970 when 29 vendors set up booths 
in a small park in the downtown area.  Permission was first granted by the city council for 
one market, then for one season, ending at Christmas.  Despite growing pains and 
objections from local merchants, the Market succeeded and moved to a larger, county-
owned site at East 8th Avenue and Oak Street in 1971.  The Market has been in continuous 
operation at the same intersection since then, selling any item which is made, grown or 
gathered (“by the person selling it, or a family member of partner”). The collection includes 
site plans, correspondence, market-related background information, sketches, and other 
ephemera. 

MS 621: NICHOLS & LAUGHLIN COLLECTION (Documents, 1969-1970) 

Barbara Nichols and Beverly Laughlin are sisters who lived in Eugene, Oregon in the 1960s 
and 1970s. As young adults, they became part of the city’s counterculture movement. 
Beverly (“Bev”) (then Johnson) was a single mother at the time and found the Odyssey 
Coffee House a place where she could bring her child and spend time with other women 
who had similar interests.  She was a weaver who participated in the Crafts Guild Sale on 
March 7, 1970, which resulted in the formation of the Saturday Market.  In addition, she 
baked cookies which were sold at the Odyssey and taught a knitting class for the Free 
University. 

Her sister Barbara spent time at the New World Coffee House and enjoyed the discussions 
she heard there on philosophy and politics.  Both women lived in a communal living 
arrangement in a house at East 13th Avenue and Oak Street called "Nations of Both," where 
Cynthia Wooten (owner, with her husband Bill, of the Odyssey) would send people who 
needed a temporary place to stay.   

Most of the materials in this collection were donated by Beverly Johnson Laughlin.  They 
include promotional material, posters, correspondence, poems, calendars, information 
about the Lane County Free School, and protest-related materials. 

L2012.011.004: ORAL HISTORY TRANSCRIPT OF NORA NICHOLS AND BEV LAUGHLIN 
(2012) 

The Lane County History Museum Archives also has in its collection an oral history 
interview of early Saturday Market pioneers, Nora Nichols and Bev Laughlin. In it, they talk 
about the 1960s and 70s counterculture in Eugene, including the New World Coffee House 
("artsy and pretentious"), the Odyssey Coffee House (“the nerve center for the 
development of the community”), the early Saturday Market, jewelry making, the Crow 
Farm, the music scene in the 1960s, the Lane County Free School, and "Fringies" 
(“intellectual types not enrolled in the U of O”). 



ARTIFACT HIGHLIGHTS: The Early Days of the Saturday Market  

2010.014.001 – Copper Finial from Original Saturday Market booth (pre-1976).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Hexagonal copper finial from an early Saturday Market booth (pre-1976).  The finial was 
placed atop the booth's roof, and the flagpole fit through the hole at the top. Donated by 
Donald Michen in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2010.014.002 – Handmade necklace (c. 1975) from early Market booth. Made of 
ceramic, copper, feathers and thread. Donated by Anna Lisa Onsrud in 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Original letterhead for Eugene’s Saturday Market, circa 1970s. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L1995.049.059. The Saturday Market on October 11, 1986. Photographer: Sam Blackwell 

 

 

 

Please Donate! 
Thank you for your continued 
support. The gifts you give help to 
create new programs and exhibits 
and allow us to preserve and care 
for our valuable collections. 

Please use the enclosed envelope 
to send in your donation or donate 
online at lchm.org/donate. 

Lane County History Museum is a 
501(c)(3) non-profit organization 
and donations are tax-deductible 
to the extent allowed by law. 

 

Add to our Collection 

If you would like to donate documents to our archive, books/manuscripts to our 
library or reading room, or artifacts or photographs to our collections, visit our 
website at lchm.org>Collections>Donate an Artifact. Fill out the provided accession 
request form, hit submit, and we will do the rest! You can also swing by the museum 
to fill out a form. 

Share your story! 

Do you have a story to share? As history unfolds around us, we are asking for 
community submissions to our digital archive. Eyewitness accounts, personal 
stories, and insights will help inform future interpretation of our local experiences. 
Visit lchm.org/share-your-story/ to submit your contribution. 

ARE YOU INTERESTED IN SERVING ON OUR BOARD OF DIRECTORS? 

Go to our website at lchm.org>About>Volunteer>Board Membership to fill out an 
application form! 


